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DBy BENJAMIN WELLES

- &peclal to The New York Thues
WASHINGTON, July 15—The
United States is reported to
‘have refined its electronics in-
'telligence technigues to the
point where it can break Soviet
codes, listen to and understand
Soviet  communications and;
-coding systems and keep track!
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Jof virtually every Sovicet jet

|piane or. missile-carrying sub-
‘marine around the world.

. “We're able to break every
code they've got,” a former
analyst in the National Secu-
ity Agency, one of the most}
secret of the Government’s|
many intelligence agencics, is|
quoted as saying in the, August
‘issue of Pamparts magazine,
which js published by Noalis

l

Ark, Inc., 2054 Universily Ave-
nue, Berkeley, Calif,
‘.. The former analyst, whose
Cname was net given in the arti-
~¢cle, was an Air Force staff ser-’
geant who was discharged from
military service in 1969 after
‘three years of overseas duty as
ia communications traffic ana-
1yst for the agency in Turkey,
West Germany and Indochina.
J3e. uses the pseudonym of:
Winslow Peck in the article
Some Corroboration Found
" Mr., Peck, who is 25 years)
. old, was recently interviewed|
by a correspondent of The New!
York Times in California. Ex-'
tensive  independent chccking:

in Washington with sources in .

"and out of the Government who
were familiar with intelligence
‘matters has resulted in the.cor-

roboration of many of his reve-
lations. But experts strongly
denied that the United States
had broken the sophisticated
codes of the Soviet Union or of
other foreign powers.

The national security agency
headquarters is at For{ Meade,
near Baltimore. It- has nearly
100,000 employes —— most of
theni military personnel — and
spends slightly less than $1-
billion a year. Unlike the Cen-
ftral Intclligence Agency, the
:N.S.A’s primary purpose is the
.i,collcction of information—mos{
of it through advanced tech-
nology -— but it rarely, if ever,
trics to evApprovedRor
of the information or analyze
it.
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the United States has encircled

‘the Communist world with at

least 2,000 clectronic listening
posts on land or on naval ves-

sels or aircraft. )

United States electronically
cquipped aircraft, according fo
the article, are constantly pene-:
{rating the air space of the
Soviet Union, China and other,
Communist countries to vro-
voke and record their radar
and signal techniques to de-
velop countermeasures against
them. . '

This claim has been chal-

lenged here by independent
Government  intelligence  ex-

perts, who safd that there have
been no authorized, as distinct
from inadvertent, violation of
Soviet or Chinese airspace by
the United States since the U-2
flights of the carly ninteen-
sixties. The experts said that
satellite photography has re-
placed aerial overflights, con-
ceding, however, that United
States . electronic  intelligence
planes often fly along Commun-
ist borders to provoke reaction
and collect signals.

In the California interview,
which was recorded on tape,
Mr. Yeck described his eatly
life in Joplin, Mo., his enlist-

ment in the Ajr Force in 1966 ) . :
viet airborne operation from

ha
the security agent, his special--

when he was 20 vyears old,
his subsequent recruitment by

ized training, his promotions
and his three years of duty.
overseas. He was discharged
in California in November,
1969, and says he turned down
a $10,000-a-ycar job offer by

the Central Intelligence Agen-
int

cy. He decided instead, he says,

to work to end the Vietnam |

war,
Tells of TV Monitoring

A highlight of Mr Peck's dis-
closures include a report that
in 1967 during his duty in
Turkey the agency muonitored
a live Soviet television contact
between Premier Alcksei N.
Kosygin, who was in tears bid-
ding an emotional farewell to
the astronauts Viadimir M.
Komarov.

Mr. Komarov was then in
orbit in the spacccraft Soyuz

?Libcrty Jearned that General

Soyuz 1 crashed on Soviet
territory on April 25, 1967, and

was postbumously pranted a
second Order of Hero of the
Soviet Unoin and is buried in
the Kremlin walls,

M. Peclk also said that dur
ing the 1967 Arab-Israeli war,
the United States electronic in-
telligence ship, " the Liberty,
was ordered near the Israeli
coast to intercept details of
Israeli military intentions.

The ship wag attacked on

|June 8, 1967, by Ysraeli jet aire

craft and torpedo boats—an:
incident that cost 34 United!
States dead and 75 weunded
and which President Lyndon B.
Johnson later described in his
book, “The Vintage oPint,” as
a “heart-hreaking cpisode,” Bie-
fore the attack, he said, the

Moshe Dayan, the lIsracli De-
fense Minister, intended to
order his forces on {o Damas-
cus and Cairo,

Tells of Johnson Yressure

Mr. Deck stated that Presi-
dent Johnson then brought in-
‘tense pressure on Isracl to halt
further troop movement and
warned Premicr Kosygin on the
“liot lipe” against what ap-

I, which was still two hours
from re-entry into the earth’s
atmosphere, According to Mr.
Peck’'s account the astronaut:
w3 just been  informed

e

lbring his spacecralt safely to
earth were malfunctioning and

that there was no hope of
sgving him, .. ... .
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b}”
Soviet ground control thatt he
braking parachutes designed to’

peared to be an imminent So-

ses in Bulgaria against Israel.
Intelligence sources here said
they were unable to recall these
details but a veteran of 30
years scrvice in intelligence
said of Mr. Peckr ~

“He's obviously familiar with
N.S.A.~—its organization, opera-
tions and wmany of its tech-
iques. But no sergeant in his
early itwenties would know how
intelligence is handled at the
White ¥euse level, what N.S.A.
material is used or discarded
by the President or more than
just the fringes about C.ILA.
pperations.” |

During his year of duty in
Vietnam, from November, 1968,
to October, 1069, Mr. Yeck,
said, he participated in airborne
eloctronic sweeps in Thailand
in support of C.LA, aperations.
The C.LA. he said, was using
unmarked  attack  bombecs
flown by C.LA. “spookics” and
hased at Udorn to punish Meo
{ribesmen who had clashed
with Thai Government {roops
over control of their traditional
areas.

The United States depended
on a friendly Thai Government
for important air buases and
other facilitics useful for the
Vietnam war, Mr. Peck noted,
and thus was prepared to as-
sign the C.LA. surreptitiously

UARDRABOTBNIRDD

Mr. Komarov was killed, He.

" Netther the N.S.A. nor 1ae
ClA. would comment today.
Senior Government  intellis
gence officials who were shown
transcripts of the Yeck intcr-
view discounted parts of it but]
corroborated others.

David Kahn, author of “The
Codebreakers,” (publishcd by
Macmillan in 1967) and a lead-
ing anthority on cryptoanalysis,
said in a tielephone interview
that the Ramparts article ‘“‘rep-|
resents much new information)
that rings true to me and scems|
correct”  Mowever, he chal-
Jenged some points, specifically
Mr. Peck’s assertion that the
agency’s experts are able to-
;"break every Soviet code with
frernarkable success,” . ’

Top-grade  Soviet Foreign
Ministry code systems “have
been unbreakable since -the
nineteen  thirties” WMr. Hahn
gaid. Ile added that it was
“highly unlikely that they have
swilched to breskable codes.”

Mr. Tcck’s contention that
“information gathered by N.S.A.
is complete” implies a false
importance, Mr. Kahn said. ‘The
N.§.A. does, he said, “solve”
many nations' diplomatic codes;
but “these are countries of the
third rank and provide only
“Indirect clues to Communist
intentions.” ]

Mr. Kahn noted -that “what
we are doing in this ficld the
Russians are doing and, con-
trary tot he Ramparts state-
ment, they are very good.”

He pointed out finally that
the “thrust of the article, that
the N.S.A. threatens peace, is
incorrect.” - :

“1 believe that in the existing
world of two armed camps,”
Mr. Kahn said, “N.S.A. can pro-
vide more light, more irtith-—
and this can lcad to better
evalunation of situations and so
to more realistic responses.
N.S.A, is not like the CI.A,
which can foment revolutions
and can indeed threaten peace.”
The interview contains a
lengthy  question-and-answer| .
passage that Mr. Peck con-
ceded, in his interview with
The Times, was hurriedly pre-
pared at a time when he was
“extremely rattled.”
details of hitherto suspected
but  obscure details of elec-
tronic  eavesdropping - around
the globe resulted, he said,
from opposition to the Vietnam
War and from a hope that
others doing similar clandes-
tine Government work would
“come forward and say what
they know. “He concedes that
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